Geog222 Finding Print Maps

Map Finding Strategies

Finding just the right map is often a matter of trial and error. Maps are located in many different
places in a library and are cataloged in a variety of ways. There is often no one way to catalog a
map and there is no one right way to find a map. In general, you need to find your key words in
the “bibliographic record.” Look on the back page of this handout for an example of a
bibliographic record.

Keyword searching looks for your keywords in four kinds of data fields in the bibliographic
record. These fields are Title, Author, Subject, and Notes. Notes include fields that are labeled
on the record as Notes, Table of Contents, and Series. If your keyword occurs anywhere in any
of these fields, the record will be retrieved.

Keywords can be either a word or a phrase.

A keyword search can (and usually should) consist of several words or phrases that are linked
together with Boolean operators. This will more precisely describe your information need and
will limit the retrieval to just the kinds of information you need.

Boolean operators include the words and, or, and and not.

And means that the record must contain all the words/phrases that are linked with and
This term will narrow a search (fewer records retrieved).

Or means that the record must contain at least one of the words/phrases that are linked with or
This term will broaden a search (more records retrieved).

And not means that the record must not contain the specified word/phrase when it is retrieved.
A record containing this phrase would not be retrieved. This term will narrow a search.

Descriptive words and phrases for finding maps in print and in books may not be intuitive.
Because you will also be looking in the subject field, it is helpful to know the specific terms
which may be used to describe “map” information. Truncation symbols are used with certain
words (atlas*) so that you can retrieve a record whether it contains the term atlas or atlases.
Another example is map * to retrieve maps or map.

Parenthesis ( ) are used whenever you want to make sure the database sees two or more words
as a linked phrase or concept, as in maine and (description and travel)

To develop your list of keywords, you will have to specify the geographic area of interest. You
may have to think broader than the name of your town. You may have to search by the name of
your county, your state, or a nearby, well known site or event.
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Useful keywords and keyword phrases:

[state] insert name of state, do not use the brackets

[county] insert proper name of county, do not use the brackets
Delaware county

map* truncation to find map or maps

atlas™® truncation to find atlas or atlases

(cities and towns) a library of congress subject term than can retrieve maps

(road map¥*) a phrase that can limit to a specific kind of map

guidebook* a term that can limit to a type of work that may contain maps

(description and travel) a phrase that can limit to a type of work that may contain maps

(geographical distribution)  a phrase that may include range maps of species that live in the
area of interest

(ghost towns) a phrase that can limit to a work about specific types of areas that
may contain maps

survey* a type of work that may contain maps

(geol* or soil or usgs) a phrase that will help to retrieve maps published by geologists,

state soil surveys, or the US Geological survey —all
prolific map-makers
(historical geography) a phrase that will retrieve works that may contain maps as
illustrations
(administrative and political subdivisions) a phrase that will retrieve works that may show
township, precinct, or other political boundaries

Once you have selected some keywords or key phrases, you will begin constructing and
performing your searches. You will need to do several searches using a variety or keyword
combinations. You will need to look at the retrieved records individually to decide if a record
describes a work that may contain a map of your area. You will be gathering lists with the call
numbers of items that you will need to actually look at and browse through to possibly find a
map you can use.

Set aside plenty of time for this exercise. You will be looking at many records and browsing
through many books. The items you need to look at may not be at Beeghly Library. You may
well have to get them through CONSORT or OhioLINK loan. If you can’t find anything, please
make an appointment to work with Deb Peoples before giving up.

Examples of keyword searches:
Delaware and (map* or atlas*)
(cities and towns) and california
ohio and (road map*)
guidebook* and ohio
guidebook* and map* and ohio
ohio and (description and travel)
ohio and (geographical distribution)
ohio and survey* and (geol* or soil or usgs) and Delaware
(Delaware county) and map*
atlas* and ohio and franklin
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Atlases

There are many good atlases. Atlases are shelved in the reference section of both Beeghly and
Hobson Science Libraries. Older atlases may also be found in the stacks. Some good atlases
include:

The Times Atlas of the World

Concise Atlas of the World

Encyclopedic World Atlas

Goode's World Atlas

Atlas of the World, National Geographic Society
Rand McNally Premier World Atlas

Rand McNally Commercial Atlas & Marketing Guide
Hammond Atlas of the World

Atlas of North America

Oxford Atlas of the World

Rand McNally Road Atlas

Do at Title search in CONSORT to find the call number and location for these atlases.
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Sample Bibliographic Record

>

[& consoRT Libraries /All Locations - Mozilla Firefox BEX]
Fle Edit Vew Go Bookmarks Tools Help
<::| - u @ @ (™} hli}::-"-‘H‘lHl.13'13-"sea\\:hW;‘:’\Uhlu+and+‘r:ZSCItIES+and+|m-'ns‘/:29&SealEhS\:UDE='3&SORT=D-"Whlu+aHd+‘n:23(\‘]Es+and+(u‘..‘ws‘/:29S‘sEalC\WSEUDE=E&SORT=D&5UEKEI=_" @ Go @,
|| CONSORT Libraries /All Locations B amazon.com: profiles of ohio: Baoks

CONSORT Library Catalog You are searching:

All Locations
| Start Over ” Modify Search ]m (Search History) V:
KEYWORD ~] lohio and (cilies and towns) AllLibraries ]

[J show only items which are not checked out (check and click search)

62 results found. sorted by date.
Results: 1 2 Next >>

save | The Comparative guide to American suburbs : covers over 2,400 suburban comm 2005
Millerton, M.¥. Grey House Pub., 2005
B0k 1205 p. : maps ; 28 cm

Display the Full Record

Item Location Call Number Current Status
OWU Beeghly Reference HA214 .C66 2005 LIB USE ONLY
WOQ Reference HA214 .C66 2005 LIB USE ONLY
KEN Reference HA214 .C66 2005 LIB USE ONLY
Description 1295 p. : maps ; 28 cm < NOI
> Notes  "A universal reference book."

Chiefly tables
Includes indexes
Complete  Atlanta, Georgia -- Austin, Texas -- Baltimore, Maryland -- Birmingham, Alabama -- Boston, Massachusetts -

>(0I1tents Buffalo, New York -- Charlotte, North Carolina -- Chicago, Illincis -- Cincinnati, Ohio -- Cleveland, Ohio --
Columbus, Ohio -- Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas -- Denver, Colorado -- Detroit, Michigan -- Hartford, Connecticut --
Houston, Texas -- Indianapolis, Indiana -- Jacksonville, Florida -- Kansas City, Missouri -- Las Vegas, Nevada
-- Los Angeles, California -- Louisville, Kentucky -- Memphis, Tennessee -- Miami-Fort Lauderdale, Florida —-
Milwaukee, Wisconsin -- Minnaapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota -- Nashville, Tennessee -- New Orleans, Louisiana --
New York, New York -- Qklahoma City, Oklahoma -- Orlando, Florida -- Philadelphia, Pennsylvania -- Phoenix,
Arizonia -- Pittshurgh, Pennsylvania -- Portland, Oregon -- Providence, Rhode Island -- Richmond, Virginia --
Riverside, California -- Rochester, New York -- Sacramento, California --Saint Louis, Missouri -- Salt Lake City,
Utah -- San Antonio, Texas -- San Diego, California -- San Francisco-Oakland, California -- Seattle, Washington
-- Tampa-5St. Petersburg, Florida -- Washington, Disctrict of Columbia -- National rankings -- Metropolitan area
index — Suburb Index

> Subject  Suburbs -- Ratings and rankings -- United States
Suburbs -- United States -- Statistics
Cities and towns -- Ratings and rankings -- United States
Cities and towns -- United States -- Statistics

Add’'l Author  Garoogian, David
— Grey House Publishing, Inc
ISBN/ISSN 1592370047

oCLC # 61250812

Keyword searching looks in all these places!

Keyword searching does not look in the Description
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